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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Sunset Drive 
Butler PA 16001 
 
Phone:   724-287-1977 
Fax:        724-283-8711 
Email:  office@trinityalive.com 
Website:  www.trinityalive.com 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon-Fri                9:00 am ã 1:00 pm 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES: 
Saturday                                 6:30 pm 
Sunday                     8:30 & 11:00 am 
Sunday School          9:45 ã10:45 am 
(September through May) 
All services include Communion 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
PASTOR: 
Rev. Thomas M. Pierotti 
Senior Pastor 
724-355-9933 or 724-287-9066 
Email: tpierotti@trinityalive.com 
 
VICAR: 
Scott Schul 
Intern 
724-841-1567  
Email: vicarschul@trinityalive.com 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
STAFF: 
Lynne Hasychak 
..ÜÜÜÜ..Administrative Assistant 
Dean & Elsie Sarvey 
ÜÜÜÜÜ..ÜÜÜÜÜÜSextons 
Karen OèDonnell 
ÜÜÜÜÜ..Chancel Choir Director 
Choir Accompanist 
.ÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜJessica Sanzotti 
Patsy Ann Johnson 
ÜÜÜ.ÜÜ...Ü..Bell Choir Director 
Saturday Organist 
ÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜÜ..Pam Scott 
Sunday Organists 
..ÜÜ..Donna Reeder & Shirley Kerr 

 

One of the blessings of living in the northern hemisphere is that we have 
seasons.  And although we may think we have had a bit too much of the cold 
this winter, we are reminded by the lengthening days and the forsythia we are 
able to force into bloom in our kitchens that spring is on its way.   
 
The church also has seasons.  Epiphany, the season of light, will culminate 
with the Transfiguration of our Lord on February 14th, when we will be 
reminded of that spectacular time on the mountain where Peter and James 
and John saw the glory of God revealed through Jesus as his clothes became 
dazzling white and Moses and Elijah appeared talking with him about what he 
was to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
 
Three days later the season of the church changes as we enter Lent on Ash 
Wednesday.  Our foreheads will be marked with ashes as we are reminded 
that we are but dust and to dust we shall return.  As we observe the Lenten 
days with various disciplines, following our Lord on His way to Jerusalem and 
the cross that waits for Him; we know that the joy of Easter is right around the 
corner.   
 
Over the last several years as I have participated in the early morning prayer 
services of Lent, I have been particularly blessed to realize that as we are 
moving through this somber time of preparation to celebrate Jesusô victory 
over death and the grave, the natural world is also preparing for new life in 
abundant forms to break forth from the dreary days of winter.  Each morning 
as I arrive at the church, I am reminded that morning has broken a bit earlier 
and gradually there are more and more birds singing to welcome the new day.  
I begin Lent wearing a winter coat and by the time of Easter arrives a light 
jacket will suffice.   
 
While all of nature will be responding to those unseen forces of natural law, as 
Godôs people we are even more abundantly blessed to live in the story of 
Jesus that is taking us through the valleys of darkness into the brilliance of 
Easter.  I especially look forward to sharing this Lenten journey with you this 
year. 

 

 

 

A message from 

Pastor Pierotti 
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Jerry Markle President 724-282-6475 
   
John Burglund Vice 

President 
 

 & Finance 724-368-9374 
   
Scott Petrak Secretary 724-482-2039 
   
Sandra Huey Treasurer 724-283-0427 
   
Linda Cunningham Fellowship 724-287-4890 
   
Ralph Snyder Outreach 724-283-2105 
   
Janet Flecken Parish 

Education 
 
724-285-4182 

  
Keith Harvey Personnel 724-287-5067 
   
Steve Rodgers Property 724-282-2501 
   
Dave McFarland Social 

Ministry 
 
724-283-9120 

   
Jim Klein Stewardship 724-865-2603 
   
Donna Baughman Worship & 

Music 
724-283-4128 
 

  
Stephanie Slezak Youth  724-482-4333 
   
Stephanie Miller Youth Rep 724-865-2080 
  
Samantha Roos Youth Rep 724-482-4333 

2009 Council Members 
 

Receipts & Disbursements 
Dec. 2009 

 
Receipts             $37,484.20     YTD    $330,241.24 
Disbursements   $29,341.92     YTD    $335,789.55 

 

Church Council Meeting Minutes  
 

2009 Contribution Reports  
 

Are available in the Narthex.   
Please pick up your familiesô envelope.

 

January 18, 
2010  

 

 

The fourth quarter payment from the Butler Transit 
Authority for rental of Trinityôs parking lot has not yet 
been received.  Contact with the BTA will be initiated. 
 
An update on the progress of the Call Committee was 
given.  The committee has met three times, and has 
plans for a survey of the membership as well as 
cottage meetings to provide information about the call 
process as well as to collect feedback and information 
for the Congregational Profile. 
 
Six names have been received for four open seats on 
the Trinity Council.  Elections are to be held during the 
Congregational Meeting on January 31, 2010 
following the 11:00 AM Service.   
 
A draft version of ñPolicy on Sexual Harassment and 
Misconductò was presented for council review and 
was accepted.   
 
Hand sanitizers have been installed throughout the 
church.   
 
A repair call has been made to fix the malfunctioning 
back door.  
 
Thank yous were offered to Barry Flecken for 
repairing the back door and painting steps, to Lisa 
Blackburn for coordinating the prayer labyrinth, to 
Steve Kowalik for video training and repairing 
equipment, and to Sue Switzer for her work on the 
Columbarium. 
 
The Health and Wellness Ministry is planning CPR 
and AED training.   

The Lenten Offering will be split between the Trinity 
Northside summer program and Lutheran World 
Relief for use in the Haiti Earthquake Relief efforts.   

The annual congregational meeting will be held after 
the 11:00 AM service on Sunday, January 31, 2010. 

The next Trinity Council meeting will be February 15, 
2010 at 7:00 PM. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"The Trinity Lutheran Church Health and Wellness 
Ministry is a congregational-based program that 
educates and supports the achievement and 
maintenance of healthy living while promoting 
physical, mental, and spiritual well-being." 
  

Oops!  The ñSeven Weeks to Wellnessò bulletin board 
items did not arrive yet, so Thyroid Health was used 
in its place.  (January was Thyroid Health Awareness 
Month).  Hope this information was useful to some 
people. 
 

Our congregational surveys will be sent out again this 
month during services for those who did not fill them 
out yet.   We are already compiling responses that 
weôve received. 
 

Next meeting:  Monday, February 8, 2010 at 11 
AM.  We will continue monthly meetings and 
alternating between daytime and evening.  
Next Blood Pressure Screening:   

 After  the Saturday, February 13, 2 010 
6:30 PM service  

 Between  8:30 -11 AM services on Sunday, 
February 14, 2010  

Scripture:  ñSo thenéoffer yourselves as a living 
sacrifice to God, dedicated to His service and 
pleasing to Him.ò  Romans 12:1 
 

February is American Heart Month.  
The heart is the powerhouse of the bodyétoo vital an 
organ to ignore.  It beats an average of 80 times a 
minute and works non-stop day and night.  You can 
learn many interesting heart facts from information 
we keep in the Health/Wellness Ministry office or by 
visiting the website of the American Heart Association.  
(www.americanheart.org) Donôt forget to get your 
blood pressure screened and check out the February 
bulletin board!  
Do you know what a normal blood pressure is? 
Do you know how high your cholesterol level is? 
Do you know CPR? 
Do you know our church has an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED)? 
Do you know where it is? 
Answers to these questions can be found through 
your Health/Wellness Ministry Team! 
 

Prayer:  ñDear Lord, Strengthen me to take care of my 
heart in a way that honors you.  In Jesusô name.  
Amen.ò 

 
 

HELPING HANDS 
 

Helping Hands Ministry is a ministry available for 
short-term crisis support, or support for as long as 
needed for our church family.  Do you know anyone 
who has a special need?  Call the Church Office at 
724-287-1977. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This past month wereÜ. 
 

Dale Boyle  
Gary Collar 

Roger Henderson 
Beulah Kerestes 
Raylene Rekich 
June Warnick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Lutherlyn Ambassadors  
 
Thank you to Dawn and Elijah Grochalski, who have 
volunteered to be Lutherlyn Ambassadors for this 
year. Janet Flecken will be attending a Lutherlyn 
Ambassador weekend on Feb. 6th with them to get 
them started.  Thank you to Janet Flecken for her 
participation as Trinityôs outgoing Lutherlyn 
Ambassador. 

 

 

TLC Health & 
Wellness Ministry 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    If you are waiting for springtime and enjoy the 
warmth of the soil and sun and would like to become 
a part of this ministry join us for a brief meeting on 
Wednesday, February 3rd, at Trinity Lutheran Church 
youth room 7 p.m. We will share information from last 
year and the goals for the garden this coming year as 
we rotate the garden plots. 
 
     Any group, individual, family, or friends may adopt 
to care for a plot of vegetables until they are 
harvested. After all, it's a pleasure just being outside 
when springtime comes a calling. (John 21:17). 
    
 Any questions call Janet Flecken at 285-4182 or 
email at bgflecken@yahoo.com.  

 

 
 

 
Katieôs Garden Planning Meeting 

 
Wed. Feb. 3rd 

7:00 pm 
 

Downstairs in Youth Room 
 

 

                
 
 

 

 
 

To the family of  
Howard G. Houston 

and 
To the family of 
Carmen Morra 

 

 

 
 

Leave a Legacy 
 

How will future generations remember you?  What will 
be your legacy?  Plan to leave your loved ones with a 
legacy of values most important to you. Create an 
estate and giving plan that will benefit the church and 
will protect your family.  Your legacy will be a 
testament to your response to Godôs gracious love. 
  
The ELCA Foundation can assist you to plan to leave 
a legacy for ministry.  Contact Barbara B. Carl, 
Regional Gift Planner, at 724-438-7741, or the ELCA 
Foundation at 1-800-638-3522 ext. 2970.  Visit the 
ELCA Foundation website at www.elca.org/foundation 

 
 

 
We need your help!  

 

We are desperately in need of ushers for all services.  
The more volunteers the better.  Please contact the 
church office if you can help with this very important  
ministry.  Contact the office at: 724 -287-1977 or 
office@trinityalive.com .  

 

Springtime Came Calling 
 

     Springtime arrives with its glorious 
sights and the promise of sunnier days to 
follow. The winds of winter subside and 
warmer breezes waft in. Days grow longer 
and the sky stays a brighter blue 
punctuated by white, fluffy clouds as the 
sun warms our winter-chilled bones. 
 

     Sounds about right. Even the earth 
beneath our feet has a special magical 
scent in the spring. And the air feels 
fresher...cleaner somehow. 
 
     Whether you take a walk, sit on your 
patio, porch or deck, or get out and plant a 
garden we enjoy springtime.  Feel the sun 
on your back or on your face as its warmth 
runs clear through to your bones.  
 

It is again time to begin planning for the 
springtime gardening of Katie's Garden for 
it's fifth year of providing fresh and frozen 
vegetables to Katieôs Kitchen community 
dinners. 
 

mailto:bgflecken@yahoo.com
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Call Committee Update 
 
We have been working on the Ministry Site Profile, 
required by the ELCA to initiate our search for a new 
pastor.  We need your help with describing our church 
life and setting priorities for candidates' ministry gifts. 
We are developing a congregational survey (including 
a youth section) to collect data and your thoughts.  
 
Here's our plan:  
 
Feb 12th Survey mailed to all TLC members  
  about Survey  
Feb 19th-21st One-hour Adult "Cottage Meetings"  
  (forums) to explain Call Process and  
  talk about Survey  
Feb 21st Visits to Sunday School classes to talk  
  about Survey  
Feb 28th Final Due Date for returning Survey to  
  the church office  
 
Once the survey has been tabulated, we'll hold 
another set of cottage Meetings on a weekend in 
March to share the results with you and talk about 
what happens next.  We appreciate your prayers and 
support as we collectively discern God's will for TLC 
and our next pastor.  
 
With You in Christ,  
 
Scott, John, Jen, Terri, Stephanie, Dave, 
Bob and Don 
 

 
 

Womenôs Bible Study 
 
Thurs. Feb. 4th @ 10:00 am The Womenôs Bible Study 
continues with the book of Esther.  We will finish our 
lesson and end with a ñcard signingò party.  We will 
sign valentine cards for shut-ins.  Join us for Bible 
Study and Fellowship. 

 

A Prayer for the Conquest of Cancer 
 

Lord, you are the Author and Sustainer of all life.  In 
Your hands are the mysteries of the universe, many of 
which we do not understand because of our human 
limitations. 
 
Cancer is one of those mysteries.  Yet with Your 
continued blessing and guidance we are winning 
through research and education of Your children in all 
places. 
 
Through Your children, Your mighty deeds of healing 
and comfort are continued.  So we pray You will grant 
guidance and inspiration to researchers, and also give 
the gift of healing and comforting to those whom You 
have endowed with medical skills. 
 
And as You continue to inspire Your people to do 
good works, so continue to raise up volunteers who 
will educate others about cancer, and who will assist 
in generating the means for further research, 
education and service.  We pray for those especially 
who suffer from cancer.  Comfort them. Alleviate their 
pain and suffering that they may know a better quality 

of life and also return thanks to You.   Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
 

___I would like to order _____bunches of daffodils  

        ($10 per bunch / 10 flowers per bunch)  
 

___I would like to order _____Vase(s) of Hope 

($15 per vase / includes vase and one bunch) 
 

___I would like to order _____Bear(s) and a bunch  

($25 per bear / includes bear and one bunch)  
 

___I would like to order _____Mini Potted Daffodils  
      ($12 each) 

 

___I would like to order ____Bear( s)  
        ($25 per bear / for Project Care)  

 
___I would like to donate  $______________  

        to the Gift of Hope  

 
Name__________________________________ 

 
Telephone Number_______________________ 
 
 

Please place your order by  Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010 

American Cancer Society 

Daffodil Days Order Form 

 

Sunday of Hope 

March 21, 2010 
 

 

 



Daily  Prayers and Scripture  
February 2010  

 

 
 

Daily Lectionary Texts 
 

Mon. Feb. 1 
Tues. Feb. 2 
Wed. Feb. 3 
Thurs. Feb. 4 
Fri. Feb. 5 
Sat. Feb. 6 
Sun. Feb. 7 
Mon. Feb. 8 
Tues. Feb. 9 
Wed. Feb. 10 
Thurs. Feb. 11 
Fri. Feb. 12 
Sat. Feb. 13 
Sun. Feb. 14 
Mon. Feb. 15 
Tues. Feb. 16 
Wed. Feb. 17 
Thurs. Feb. 18 
Fri. Feb. 19 
Sat. Feb. 20 
Sun. Feb. 21 
Mon. Feb. 22 
Tues. Feb. 23 
Wed. Feb. 24 
Thurs. Feb. 25 
Fri. Feb. 26 
Sat. Feb. 27 
Sun. Feb. 28 

John 6:27-40 
Hebrews 11:13-22 
Genesis 22:1-18 
Hebrews 11:32-12:2 
John 7:1-13 
Hebrews 12:12-29 
Genesis 24:50-67 
John 7:37-52 
Hebrews 13:17-25 
Genesis 27:1-29 
Romans 12:9-21 
John 8:33-47 
Genesis 29:1-20 
Proverbs 26:1-23 
Philippians 2:1-13 
John 18:28-38 
Amos 5:6-15 
John 17:1-8 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Ezekiel 39:21-29 
Daniel 9:3-10 
Mark 1:1-13 
1 Corinthians 1:20-31 
Genesis 37:25-36 
Mark 2:1-12 
Genesis 40:1-23 
1 Corinthians 4:1-7 
John 5:19-24  

 

 
 

Sunday Pancake Breakfast  
The Menôs Ministry Breakfast group will be providing 
breakfast during the Sunday School Hour, 9:30 am ï 
10:45 am on Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010.  Please plan to 
join us for great food and fellowship.  

 
 

 
 

Mark your Calendars!!!  Wild Game Dinner 
 
The annual Wild Game Potluck Dinner will be held on 
March 14th at 5pm.  Again this year we expect to have 
a large crowd of men and women, boys and girls who 
are interested in the great outdoors.   
 
Our planning committee has begun to meet and we 
are in the process of determining a speaker and 
gathering an assortment of prizes to be given away at 
this event.   
 
We do not sell tickets to this dinner but we do 
encourage attendees to make an offering, which is 
used for some designated project of the congregation.  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has matched funds 
raised in past years.  This year Thrivent is not offering 
matching funds and therefore we are hoping that 
many individuals will make advanced individual gifts to 
help offset the cost of the speaker, supplies and 
prizes.  Checks could be made to Trinity with the 
notation ñGame Dinnerò.    
 
We ask that everyone bring a game dish, vegetable or 
dessert to share.  Please call the church by Mar. 7th to 
register. 
 
For the past several years our Wild Game Dinner has 
gained a very positive reputation and we usually have 
between 150-200 people in attendance, most of whom 
are not members of Trinity.  This is a fine way to show 
our hospitality to many who may not have a church 
home.  Everyoneôs prayerful support is very much 
appreciated. 
 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Pictorial Directory  

 
We are planning to finalize the church pictorial 
directory in February.  There will be a nominal fee to 
cover the cost of 3-ring binders and printing.  Please 
let us know if you are interested in receiving a Church 
Pictorial Directory so we can get a print count.  If you 
have not yet provided us with a picture of your family 
please provide one to the church office by Feb. 14th.   
 
Ç Yes, I am interested in receiving a directory.  
 
Name :  ____________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer  
 

Again this year we will offer a 15-minute early Morning 
Prayer service at 7:30 AM.  This is a quiet time of 
readings and prayer, which many find to be a 
particularly good part of their Lenten discipline and a 
fine way to start the day.  Please consider joining us in 
the sanctuary weekdays from 7:30-7:45 AM beginning 
Thurs. Feb. 18th and continuing through Good Friday, 
April 2nd. 

 

 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services  
 

Wednesday evenings in Lent we will share worship 
with four other congregations from the Butler area, 
under the theme, ñCalled to be One Holy Church.ò   
 
The schedule is as follows: 
 
Feb. 24        1st English- Pr. Phil Conyers preaching  
Mar. 3          Grace at Calvary ïVicar Scott preaching 
Mar. 10        Grace at Calvary(hosted by Shilo Baptist) 
                     Pr. Jim Dollhopf preaching 
Mar. 17        Trinity ï Pr. Maran Alexis preaching 
Mar. 24        Oak Hills Christian Church 
                     Pr. Floyd Palmer preaching 
 
A time of fellowship follows each service.  Please plan 
to make this a part of your Lenten discipline this year. 

 

 

Easter Lilies  
Red Tulips 

One of the many traditions at Trinity is to dedicate 
flowers in the names of those we love.  You may 
remember those who have gone before us, or honor 
those still living with a flower dedication.  Some plants 
will be given as gifts to our shut-in members.  A listing 
of donors and those honored or memorialized will be 
included in the Easter Sunday bulletins. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - tear off - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Dedication deadline is Sunday, March 28th  

 

In Memory  of:  

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

 

By______________________________________ 
 
 

In Honor  of:  

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

 

By______________________________________ 
 
 

____ I would like my flower to go to a  shut-in 
 
_____ Lilies  x  $5.00  =  ______________  
 

_____Tulips  x $5.00  =  _______ _______ 
 
 
Total Flowers _________   Total Due _________ 
 

Envelope Number _______                             

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wed. Feb. 17, 2010  
 

12:00 noon & 7:00 pm  
 

Worship at noon and 7:00 pm          
         which will include 
     Holy Communion and 
       Imposition of Ashes  



                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Prayer for my Husband  
 

Dear Heavenly Father,  
Thank you for the wonderful man you have 
given me to share my life with in this world .  
Strengthen the bond of our relationship so 
that our life together will reflect your love in 
all we do and say.   Forgive us when we fail to 
act in a kind and loving way toward each 
other.  
 
Lord, I ask that you bestow your blessing 
upon my husband this d ay.  Protect him from 
any evil that he may encounter, and fill him 
with your Holy Spirit so that he may grow in 
wisdom, integrity, and faith.   Create in him a 
clean heart and renew a right spirit within 
him.  
 
  In Christ I pray, Amen.  

 
 
 

 
 

A message from Bishop Kusserow 
Help for Haiti 

 

With her arms lifted up to heaven in heart-broken 
lament, a Haitian girl on the front page of the 
newspaper says without words what words cannot 
fully say.  It was the feet of her little brother that she 
saw, unmoving, visible under the rubble that opened 
the floodgate of her emotion.  We know from the 
reports we have been reading about the devastation 
of Haiti that this girlôs cry is one among hundreds of 
thousands whose life and whose hope has been 
destroyed. 
 

And not in Haiti only, but around the world, the 
earthquake that struck the land of Haiti struck blows to 
the lives of many who were connected to that land in 
various ways:  the UN workers stationed there, the 
Roman Catholic Church that learned of the death of 
its archbishop there. Those blows hit our church too.  
At this writing, although the group of eleven ELCA 
seminary students in Haiti sponsored by Abiding Hope 
Lutheran Church in Colorado are known to be safe, 
one seminarian from Wartburg, the son of Bishop April 
Larson and Pastor Judd Larson, is believed to have 
died in the earthquake. 
 

Tragedy has the power to connect human lives.  And 
so does compassionate love.  This is a time for us to 
exercise compassionate love for the people of Haiti, in 
the midst of their tragedy. 
 

You may contribute online at:  
http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake Or you may 
contribute by phone by calling 800-638-3522.  Or 
you may contribute through our synod by writing 
a check made payable to ñSouthwestern 
Pennsylvania Synodò, noting ñHaitiò in the memo.  
Send checks to: 9625 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh 
PA 15237. 
 

The Lutheran World Federation has already sent 
$250,000 in aid, and is planning to add another 
$500,000, based on the gifts of the members of this 
church.  Lutherans have long been leaders in 
providing care for people suffering tragedies, and for 
providing long-term recovery. 
 

Our synod has a strong and growing tradition of 
sending work groups to continue the recovery effort 
after Katrina struck the Gulf Coast.  I have no doubt 
that the people of this church will again pour out their 
hearts in an answer to the cries of the little girl on the 
front page of the newspaper.  When people ask, 
ñWhere is God in all of this?ò our answer can be, ñin 
the compassionate love that the Church, the Body of 
Christ, pours out upon those who have lost all other 
hope.ò  I invite you to be part of that answer now. 
 
With you in Christ, 
+Kurt 

A Prayer for my Wife  
 
Holy God and Father,  
Thank you for the incredible woman you 
have gi ven me to share my life with in this 
world. Strengthen the bond of our 
relationship so that our life together will 
reflect your love in all we do and say.   
Forgive us when we fail to act in a kind and 
loving way toward each other.  
 
Lord, I ask that you be stow your blessing 
upon my wife this day.  Protect her from any 
evil that she may encounter, and fill her 
with your Holy Spirit so that she may grow 
in wisdom, integrity, and faith.  Create in 
her a clean heart and renew a right spirit 
within her.  
 
In Chri st I pray, Amen.  

 

Binding our Hearts Together 
 
When two people join their hearts as one in holy 
matrimony, promises are made with passionate joy and 
intense emotions. As the years go by, we settle into a 
more steady pulse of life. Our connection to each other 
may seem strained at times, but an excellent way to 
remain united is by praying for each other.  Here are some 
simple prayers to help strengthen those ties. 
 

                        --Diane 

Petrak 

 
 

 

http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Be still and know that I am God. ~ Psalm 46:10  
 

Febr uary Faith Practice:  PRAY  
 

As the second month of 2010 arrives, how do you feel?  

Have you been able to stick to those New Yearõs 

resolutions?  Do you still feel the excitement and 

refreshment over the birth of our Savior?   Wishing for 

a vacation (or war mer weather) to get re -energized?   
 

Well, Parish Education has the answer, something that 

will help to give you peace, strength, comfort & energy ð 

PRAYER!  Yes, itõs true, Februaryõs faith practice is to 

Pray.  As the other faith practices weõve been exploring, 

prayer helps a disciple enjoy an intimate relationship 

with God and gains a greater clarity for our journey.    

Prayer places us in the presence of God; it allows us to 

intercede for the needs of our neighbor.  Prayer can be 

private or public, ritu alized or conversational, spoken or 

sung, words or actions, simple or profound.  Prayer is 

adoration (praise, honoring God), Confession (saying, òIõm 

sorryó, acknowledging sin, that òI canõt do it on my ownó), 

Thanksgiving (giving thanks, counting blessing s, allowing 

Godõs perspective to shape life) and Supplication (asking 

for, praying for others) ð ACTS. 
 

Too busy to add another item on your ôTo Doõ list?  Look 

to Martin Luther and Jesus for guidance.  Luther 

himself prayed the Ten Commandments, the Lordõs 

Prayer and the Apostlesõ Creed daily.  He found that the 

busier he was, the more time he needed in prayer and he 

acknowledged days on which he was so busy, he could not 

get by without spending three hours in prayer!  It took 

that long for the dayõs anxieties to drain away so that 

he could be in the presence of God.  Luther directed 

prayer to being sent into the world.  Engagement with 

the Word sustains Christians in the world; engagement 

with the world drives Christians back to the Word.  The 

daily discip line of prayer nurtures Christian disciples for 

service in the world.  As Jesus prayed, he gained a 

clearer sense of who he was (his identity) and what he 

was to do (his mission).  Whatever the opportunity or 

challenge, Jesus turned to his Father first and  sought 

the guidance of God.   
 

Parish Education invites  you to begin communicating with 

God this month.  Below are some ideas to help you carry 

out this faith practice.   
 

À Any time is the right time to pray.  

o Morning ð Recite ôThis is the day the 
Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be 
glad.õ 

o Noon - Decide as a family to set aside a 

minute or two around noon everyday to 

pray for each other. Whisper quick 

prayers of thanks or ask for Godõs 

presence and support for the others.  

o Night ð Count your blessings, shar e 

ôAwesome Godõ and ôuh-ohõ moments. 

À Set up a space in your home for prayer and 

meditation.   

o Include a Bible, note pad, and pen in your 

space.  Light a candle to remember, 

Jesus is the Light of the World and his 

light shines thru you.  

À Create a prayer boar d.   

o Encourage each family member to jot 

down a prayer concern or joy as it arises 

on either a white board or post it note, 

cut out articles in the newspaper where 

prayer is needed.  Post items in a central 

place, like the refrigerator, for all to 

see.  Take time at the end of the week 

or the month to review and give thanks 

and praise. 

À Pray a blessing before all meals.  Have each 

family member take a turn as òprayer leaderó. 

À In times of conflict, stop and take a moment to 

ask God to help you òlet goó and make a fresh 

new start.  

À Consider praying this prayer together:  

 
Dear Jesus,  
Thank you for my (family member) to live with heart 
to heart; to hug, to smile, to laugh with. Weõve been 
together from the start.  
And for the times when we forget how special we 
each are, help us to let go and make a fresh new 
start! Amen.  

 

Godõs Cell Number:  Jeremiah 33:3 

 
Call to me and I will answer you and I will tell you great 

and hidden things that you have not known.  

 

 

~ Portions taken from 2000 ELCA Call to Discipleship  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
 

Feb. 2  Fran Michael & Heston Suorsa  
Feb. 3  Chris Reigh  
Feb. 4  Levi Dellen & Beulah Kerestes (98 yrs old)  
Feb. 5  Jim Osche 
Feb. 6  Jack Baccanti, Christi Eckel & John Ellison  
Feb. 7  April Green & Jerrod Markle  
Feb. 8  Julia Ameduri , Casey Bowser & Alice Elliott  
Feb. 9  Joann Blain & Stephanie Jackson  
Feb. 10 Paul Brown, Josh Eckel, Dick Schwab & Janice West  
Feb. 11 Phil Sarnese & Gregg West  
Feb. 12 Chris Eckel, Elaine Foguth, Marissa Hull & Joan Mariacher  
Feb. 13 Justin Rickert & Am ber Robayo 
Feb. 14 Scott Laborie & Al Ludlum  
Feb. 15 Gordon Bachman, Daniel Maguire Jr, Ashley Reigh & Bob Wolfrum  
Feb. 16 Pete MacKay, Amanda Smith & Calvin Wonderly  
Feb. 17 Brooke Bellis  
Feb. 18 Aysha Dellen, Lara Major & Dylan Weyand  
Feb. 19 Ida Cooper , Dottie Daller & Josh Osche  
Feb. 20 Jocelyn Conroe, Michele Goetz, Linda Peifer & Sue Switzer  
Feb. 21 Elizabeth Day, Kristen Kowalik & Mary Ann Kowalik  
Feb. 22 Dale Blain, Dennis Buffington, Pat Fischer & Paul Reep  
Feb. 23 Tracy Ammon, Linda Beblo & Marli es von Laufer  
Feb. 24 John West 
Feb. 28 Ernie Grochalski, Tim Swidzinski & Sandra West  

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 
Feb. 7  Dave & Betty Wobb  
Feb. 8  Bev & Ken Ludlum  
Feb. 14 John & Linda Beblo  

   Todd & Stephanie Slezak  
Feb. 16 Belinda & Dennis Stewart  
Feb. 22 Bill &  Ellie Smith  
Feb. 23 DuWayne & Linda Cunningham  
Feb. 27 Dale & Joann Blain  
Feb. 28 Jim & Alice OèBrien 

 

 

February 
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